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December 2006

 e-Newsletter

Happy holidays. I hope your season is happy and blessed.

Book Two update — I have just returned from Illinois on a research mission to gather data on Ward Hill Lamon in Danville and Springfield, Illinois, where he lived.  There is not much known about him in Danville.  At the Abraham Lincoln Museum and Research Library, a fabulous resource, I found two new photographs and 37 original pages of documents that I copied and transcribed.  I have now have shipped the manuscript to Melanie, my editor.  I am looking optimistically for a late Spring publishing date.

New project on the horizon — I have been asked to collaborate on a future project with Jean Libby, long time researcher of John Brown, and my good friend.  She is going to publish the “carpet bag” documents found at the Kennedy Farm following Brown’s arrest.  There are about 90 documents that have never been published!  I am excited about this possible new project on John Brown, with Jean, which will probably turn out to be a prequel to “The Perfect Steel Trap Harpers Ferry 1859.”

What happened to Catesby??  Those who know me know I have also been writing a book about a slave, Catesby, who was captured by John Brown at Beall Air.  He was one of Lewis Washington’s slaves.  That book is almost done, and is currently being read by a blacksmith (Catesby was a blacksmith and I want to get that part right) and several friends.  I look for that to be published in early 2008.

I am now booking appearances for 2007.  If you would like to have me do a presentation or book signing, please contact me as soon as possible at author@boboconnorbooks.com.  

Bob O’Connor
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